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Ten years after the passing away of Senator Luigi Granelli, this volume -sponsored by 
the Luigi Sturzo Institute- commemorates his legacy through a curated selection of his 
writings and speeches, many previously unpublished. His personal papers reveal the 
depth and complexity of a life defined by Christian political convinction during, the key 
events of the Italian Republic. The publication retraces his militancy within the left-wing 
Base movement, his lifelong battle for Catholic autonomy in politics (dating back to the 
early 1950s) and his commitment to involving the masses in construction a democratic 
state. This journey includes his strategic governing alliance with the Socialist Party and 
high-level ministerial activity.

Eliana Versace teaches “Contemporary Church 
History” at LUMSA University in Rome. A spe-
cialist in the relationship between the Church 
and Italy politics, her research focuses on 
Giovanni Battista Montini (Pope Paul VI). She 
has extensively analyzed aspects the diocese of 
Milan under the episcopates of Cardinals Mon-
tini and Giovanni Colombo and contibuted to 
the Positio for the beatification of Pope Paul 
VI. Her published works incude Montini and 
the Opening to the Left (2007); Fifty Years of 
Milanese Christian Democracy (2008) and The 
Birth of “Avvenire” (2009). She is a contributor 
to “Avvenire,” “Il Giornale di Brescia,” and “L’Os-
servatore Romano.”
 
Maria Chiara Mattesini, holds degrees in Liter-
ature, Philosophy, Publishing and Journalism as 
well as a PhD in the History of Political Move-
ments and Parties. She’s a professional journalist 
and research fellow at the University of Rome 
“Tor Vergata”, she collaborates on various re-
search projects at the Luigi Sturzo Institute -in 
Rome-. Her notable publications include Op-
posing Identities: Female Models and Politics 
Compared between Resistance and Reconstruc-
tion (2018); A Female Battle: Maria Eletta Mar-
tini and the new Family Law (Lucca 2017).
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LUIGI GRANELLI
A CHRISTIAN’S COMMITMENT 
TO THE DEMOCRATIC STATE
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The Luigi Sturzo Institute, a legally rec-
ognized institution founded in 1951 and 
named after Luigi Sturzo, carries out sci-
entific research and promotes studies in 
the historical, sociological, political, legal, 
and economic fields. It works on the pres-
ervation and enhancement of archival and 
library heritage, as well as on advanced ed-
ucation and training.
The Institute conducts its institutional ac-
tivities through five areas of intervention: 
Historical Archive, Library, Studies and Re-
search Area, Training Area, and Multime-
dia Laboratory.


